
HANTAM INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

ECONOMIC PROFILE 

Calvinia has been endorsed as a rural anchor town / rural market centre, the town plays a key role towards the sustainability and economic viability of the 

southwestern part of the Northern Cape Province.The region serves as an important agricultural region through the production and implementation of key 

agricultural value chains which includes among other the mutton/lamb industry and rooibos tea sectors. The region serves as a gateway from the Western 

Cape Province towards the eastern and north eastern parts of the Northern Cape Province. Many goods and services are transported from Cape Town to 

Upington via Calvinia and Brandvlei.  Many opportunities can be explored in the logistics value chain due to the relatively large scale of goods transported.The 

region plays an important role to link the west coast towards the central parts of South Africa.  The R27/R63 route has been identified as a Provincial 

Transportation Corridor and serves as a Tourism Corridor towards and from the region. The southern parts of the Hantam Local Municipality have seen the 

expansion of a protected area and shows further potential to expand as the region is defined as a critical biodiversity area. 

 

Agriculture activities in Hantam municipal area includes the following:  
 Sheep farming for meat and wool  
 Goat farming  
 Game farming  
 Farming of flower bulbs 
 Rooibos tea production  
 Seed potato production 
 Lucerne and wheat production in Calvinia along riverbank  
 Beneficiation plants of sheep farming (sheep skin and offal) 

 

 Situated in the Hantam Municipal Area, 60km north of Loeriesfontein in the Northern Cape, 
Loeriesfontein Wind Farm spans 3,453 hectares of agricultural land and comprises sixty-one 99m-
high wind turbines. The site was chosen because of its excellent wind resource, its proximity to 
national roads for wind turbine transportation, the favourable construction conditions, municipality 
and local stakeholder support, the straightforward electrical connection into the Eskom grid, and 
studies showed that there would be little environmental impact. 

 When operating at full capacity, the 140MW Loeriesfontein Wind Farm generates around 535,354 
MWh/year of clean renewable energy per year and is expected to supply electricity to power up to 
161 300 South African homes. 

 

 A solar farm will be built near Loeriesfontein in the Northern Cape and will generate approximately 
86MW of electricity. 

 Private and public sector investment in two megaprojects, viz. square kilometre array and renewable 
energy generation with associated beneficiation of the local economy. 

 Potential in renewable energy generation. 

 

 A significant economic factor is “flower” tourism that is based on Namaqualand’s fantastic annual 
wildflower displays that cover regions in a kaleidoscope of colour each spring. Although it is 
distinctly seasonal, there are indications that in recent years the regional eco-tourism industry is 
diversifying with greater number of tourists arriving throughout the year.  

The potential lies in: 
  Eco-tourism * Adventure tourism  
  Historical and cultural tourism (rich heritage of the Khoi San/Nama people)  
  Agri-tourism (Nieuwoudtville Rooibos tea route)  
 Tourism should be viewed as the main growth point for the region as it is the main driver behind 

boosting the money supply of marginalised towns. 

 

 Mining (mainly salt and gypsum) 
 Potential Mining opportunities include: 

o Salt (around Brandvlei and Loeriesfontein), 
o Gypsum (Around Brandvlei and Loeriesfontein), 
o Ceramic clay (Calvinia), 
o Quartzite, sandstone, silt and shale (Nieuwoudtville); 
o Redevelop, rehabilitate or repurpose opportunities of mines and quarries; 
o Promote investment and establishment of value chains for mining commodities; 
o Limit the amount of new mining projects on high potential agricultural land and within the 

SARAO affected regions. 

OPPORTUNITIES & DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 
 
 HANTAM has been identified in the Draft NSDF 

as a Rural Node.  
 Concentrate new development within Calvinia.  
 Alignment with PSDF settlement strategies to 

access funding.  
 Potential Public-private partnerships to 

stimulate development, to access more funds.    
 HANTAM has been identified in the Draft NSDF 

as a Rural Node.  
 Concentrate new development within Calvinia.  
 Alignment with PSDF settlement strategies to 

access funding.  
 

Infrastructure: 
 Well established Electrical network system, with available transmission capacity to allow for 

renewable energy projects 
 The Sishen-Saldana Freight Railway system passes through the Municipality just north of 

Loeriesfontein. The planned rail refurbishment and upgrade project could unlock economic 
opportunities in the region 

 The R63 Provincial Corridor bisects the Municipality. 
 Improved access to both the labour and economic markets, thus improving the economic 

diversification of the region. 
 Potential for independent power supply towards the local towns of the Municipality, this could 

improve electricity supply towards the region (stability and cost) 
 Potential for additional independent renewable energy suppliers at Calvinia 
 Potential Public-private partnerships to stimulate development, to access more funds.    

 
 

 


